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New Queensland Tenancy Laws
What is happening?
The Residential Tenancies Authority (RTA) is introducing the new Residential Tenancies and Rooming Accommodation Act 2008 – which will replace the existing tenancy laws for renting in Queensland from 1st July 2009.

What do the changes mean?
The new Act is similar to the existing laws, but there are important changes that will apply to all new and existing tenancy agreements.

Main Features
· Rental properties must be advertised at a fixed price, rent ranges are no longer allowed and auction style bidding for rental properties are no longer allowed.
· There are new rules around holding deposits that must be followed. Holding or key deposits are now the only deposits that can be taken from prospective tenants.

· There are new tenancy agreement forms which need to be used. People with existing agreements do not need to enter a new agreement as the Act applies automatically.

· There are changes to notice periods. Lessors must now give tenants 2 months notice to leave without grounds, whether the agreement is for a fixed term, or periodic.

· Tenants can now dispute significant changes between agreements for the same property with the lessor/agent by lodging a ‘Dispute Resolution Request’ (From 16) with the RTA.

· Rent cannot be increased unless there has been at least 6 months since the last increase, no matter what type of agreement tenants are on.

· Lessors/agents are to give tenants at least 2 months written notice of a rent increase during an agreement.

· If they wish to inspect the premises, lessors/agents must now specify on an ‘Entry Notice’ (Form 9) a 2 hour time period during which they intend to first enter the property.

· On a Sunday, public holiday or between 6:00pm and 8:00am the lessor/agent can only enter the premises with the tenants agreement.

· Where premises are to be sold or re-rented the lessor/agent can only hold an open house or onsite auction with the tenants agreement. Photos showing tenants possessions can only be used if the tenant agrees.
Need to know more of the detail?
Look on the Residential Tenancies Authority website at www.rta.qld.gov.au or contact one of the team here at AB Accountancy.
